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* Seminary Case Book, Vol 11, Case No. 3 of 1061, in the Royal
Court of final Appeal Travancore.
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Mar Philixinos Metropolitan of Tholyur Edavagay Writeth -*
(SEAL)

To the Vicar, local priests, rustees of the church and other people
of the Chengannur in the Malankarai Edavagay.

The honourable Col. Munro Sahib Avergal has been recommending
to Us that Ausep [Joseph] Remban who was ordained as Remban by
the Pakalomattom family should be consecrated by Us as Metropolitan:
The holy Apostle Mar Thomas, the founder of the Edavagay in Malankarai
conferred the prelatial office for the Edavagay, on the Pakalomattom
family; and the successive Mar Thoma Metrans of that family have
been tending and governing the Edavagay. We learn that the Mar Thoma
Metran who now holds the office is not one born in that family and
thereby entitled to the office, but one who was a Roman Catholic
Kathanar and a member of a Roman Catholic distant branch of the
late Mar Thoma Metropolitan’s family and got down by him and
consecrated, and that some of the Pallikkar dislike this Metropolitan’s
rule as he is not a fit and competent person for the office. We think
and fear whether the transfer of the Metropolitanship from this family
in which Holy Mar Thoma conferred the prelatial office which has
remained, therein for years past, from the beginning, and the
consecration of Yousep [Joseph] Remban who is no way related to
the said family would be just. And whether it might not lead to more
serious ruptures. Therefore, We think it proper to do it after ascertaining
the view of the entire Edavagay in Malankarai. The Sahib Avergal
[Resident] insists that Avusep [Joseph] Remban should be
appointed...As it is found necessary to know your views and desire
as to abolishing the prelatial office of the Pakalomattom family. As the
family has become extinct, and to choosing one from another family
and consecrating him to tend and govern the Edavagay, you should
hold a Synod, consider this matter, come to a conclusion and forthwith
send to Us from that parish not less than two Kathanars. And the
required member of laymen to give Deshakuri [Local consent] to the
person that may be chosen as Metran and bear testimony before Us
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that the person chosen is a good and trustworthy person. As it is not
contrary to our canon another fit person to tend and govern the Edavagay
since Pakalomattom family has become extinct, We think that it is
our duty and responsibility to consecrate one according to the Sahib
Avargal’s [Resident’s] recommendation and your request.

To this effect - 28th Dhanuvam 1816 - 991 M. E.
(Signature)
* Seminary Case Book, Vol. lll Op. Cit., Pp 271 -2
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Vigt of Arch Bishop AlexisDeMenesis

(From Jornada by Antonio de Gouvea, pp. 419-25)
Chapter X1
Of the visitation of the church of Changanor

From Naranao the Archbishop went to Changanor® (Cheng-
annur), whereliesthe main strength of idolatry of thewhole Malabar,
it is abig Bazaar and with many rich people, and shining, and the
land is subject to a temple which is its owner and of many other
lands, and is governed by the Brah-mins of the temple who appoint
its Regedors, because just asin our Europe there are lands and cities
belonging to churches and monasteries, in Malabar there are many
lands owned by the temples, and thisone of Changanor (Chengannur)
is one of the most sumptuous, in size, wealth, and very high and
proud structures covered with copper with many notable things, in
which the devil is greatly served; two leagues away from this one
there is another which is called Triuilar® (Tiruvalla) temple, which
even though in structure is not as big and as sumptuous as that of
Changanor, exceedsthelatter largely in wealth and services, because
when the Archbishop reached there it was continuously, served with
two hundred pots of gold, which arelike vaseswith small handles, or
big vessels from our Portugal, with which each day the temple is
washed, and they were used to bring water for this washing.

It hasin addition alot of other wealth, and treasures of gold, silver,
and precious stones, al very old, and it is a big sacrilege to touch
them, and such is the veneration that even the greed of the Malabar
kings, whichisthe utmost whick one can imagine, isnot sufficient to
removethose treasures, not even the smallest of them, on the contrary
all those kings add to them and it has as its protectors and major-
domos the kings of Changanor, and the king Samorin, and that of
Tricular (1), and the king of Cochin, the two most powerful kings of
Malabar, to sustain and defend their things with al their power and
vassals.
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The church of Changanor (Chengannur) called Our Lady, is a
little away from the Bazaar, and because the Brah-mins of thetemple
which owns the land can tolerate that the church should be there on
the authority and veneration of their temple, no work can be done
therewithout their permis-sion, and thuswhen the Archbishop arrived
there it was not long that, the Christians having decided to cover the
roof with tiles, a thing they tried many times, they got no consent
from the Regedors, who said it would be contempt of the temple if
the church of Christians were covered with tilesin the fashion of the
many houses of the temples, and a Regedor going to them and saying
that the temple did not want them to be like it, and with this the
Christians becoming very sad, as the said Regedor was sleeping he
saw before him a ven-erable man in vestments of Christian priests,
who, raising a cane walking-stick he had with him, gave him many
blows, saying that he should allow the church of the Christiansto be
covered with tiles, otherwise he would be punished in another way,
and hewould bekilled and hisentirefamily.

The Regedor seeing himself hurt with thase blows, he sent for
the Cassanars and asked them to cover their churches, and to pray
totheir God not to kill him, and that he wished to pay for that work as
infact hedid, and seeing that the Christianswere therefore propitious
to him and ap-proached him regarding Church matters, desiring
strongly to have children, he made avow to the Church that hewould
givesomeamsif God gave childrento him, and deigned to givehim
ason, with which the gentiles held many festivities, and asked all the
Christians to come to the church and gave them a big banguet, and
taking the son with him offered him and gave some ams, with which
the Christians became more confirmed in their Faith and in
Christendom, but the gentiles remained as alien to it as before, yet
becoming very propi-tiousto all the- things of the Church and of the
Christians, and Our Lord was performing these marvelsand miracles
in these churches, even when their Christians were schismatics, and
with many errorsregarding the reverence for the Most Blessed name
of Christ Our Lord, who was adored in them and whom they thought
the idolaters were offending by wor-shipping the devil, and because
the churcheswerelying inthe midst of the gentiles, whereit displays
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continuously the glory of hisBlessed name, and thusthe miraclesare
many more which God Our Lord performsin these churchesthan in
oui churches, in which they are not needed so much, as among those
Christians, who have aways to be confirmed in the Faith and the
idolatry which surrounds them should be re-buked.

The peopl e of thischurch werein great need of doc trine, because
it was very frigid in the things of Christian Faith, even more than
other people, and although it was so big and had so many Cassanars,
no Mass was said except once a year, and there were many small
Bazaars one or two leagues away from it which did not have achurch,
so that there was in them a little more than the name of Christians,
because of which the Archbishop stayed for many days at this place
preaching to them every day, introducing and ad-ministering all the
Sacraments, bapti zing quite grown up chil-dren both from the bazaars
and from the forests, making then all to confess, and receiving the
married couples in front cf the church, and setting the rest of the
things in order, and burning many heretical books, and having five
Cassanar s to make the profession of Faith, together with some very
impor-tant lay personswho had not been to the Synod, and provid-ing
the church with achalice, vestments, and more things needed for the
divine cult, because, although the Bazaar was rich, it had nothing
which belonged to it, for which he also put these people with those
who belonged to them, in perfect order and adjustment in the things
of this Christian commu-nity, asthey run today.

In this Bazaar there was a Cassanar married for athird time, and
hewas not old but very powerful, both for having there many relatives
who were the most honourabl e of theland, hisand hiswife's, and for
being very rich and esteemed by the Regedors of the Brahmins of
the temple, and by many kings to whom he was known, trusting his
power and worth and above all instigated by the devil, hedid not wish
to obey the commandments of the Synod, nor to separate himself
from the wife according to its decrees for being bigamous, for it was
laid down that such men could not be tolerated with their wives; and
admonished many times by letters from the Archbishop, he did not
acknowledge them, and when declared excommunicated he did not
carefor the excommunication, in fact with his power and many times
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well armed hewould enter the church, in spite of the other Cassanars
who had declared him excommunicated and of the majority of the
people he was entering inside and disturbing the divine offices, and
used to make the peopl e shout, but only on thispoint of giving up his
wife, because he had children from her and was attached to her, but
to all the other things of the Synod he showed himself to be subject,
and to the obedience of the Roman Church, and also offered himself
to make the profession of Faith in the Synod, and to observe all the
rest, which the Archbishop was ordering, but with the condition .that
he should be allowed to remain with hiswife as he had allowed many
old men. Neither did he wish to know the reasons for the Synod to
make such differences and dispensations on account of the doubt
about them, if at the time of their marriage they were allowed to get
married, like the Armenian priests subject to the Roman Church, and
if they were married only with the first wife, but in young men, who
after the first prohibition which the Archbishop Mar Abraham
accepted in the provincial Synod of Goa, got married with fake
permissions, which he could not give, and in :he bigamouswho were
never tolerated in the Church as he was, the dispensation did not
arise, nor its reason, as it is clearly seen in the Synod, where this
matter was discussed very slowly and with great consideration.

And as soon as the Archbishop arrived in Changanor (Cheng-
annur) this Cassanar remained absent and sent him a request with
much instance to dispense- with him, to which the Archbishop replied
that he should subject himself to the Synod, and should throw out the
woman to whom he was not married, for he was twice bigamous,
since hewas apriest, that he should live like a Christian, and should
not disturb the Christendom. To which he replied that he would not
separate himself from the woman, because she was very naoble and
mother of his children, and he very much wanted her, and that he
was married with the dispensation of Archbishop Mar Abraham, and
it had cost him many fanois®® (panams), that for the rest he would
soon come to swear the Faith and to make the profession of the
Synod and to give obedienceto the holy Roman Church likethe others,
and that he should be sent a guarantee that he would not be arrested.
To which the Archbishop replied that he should not come to him
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because he was excommunicated, that he should throw out hiswife,
and then hewould be admitted in the Church. Seeing which he pledged
to give to the Archbishop a big amount of money, promising
immediately a thousand pardaos, and giving to un-derstand that he
would give much more, thinking that he would take the order from
schismatic and simoniac Bishops with whom he had grown up.

Seeing thisthe Archbishop tried to arrest him, using for thisalot
of influence and giftsto the neighbouring kings, and to the Brahmins
of thetemple, and the Regedor s of theland, but ashe was so powerful
and connected, nothing could be done, with which the Archbishop,
when he was going away,

made all the people swear on the Gospelswith the Cross on them
that they would not communicate with him, nor would they alow him
inthe Church, until he gives up hiswife ef-fectively and is absolved
of the excommunication, with which. having set in order all the
remaining things of thischurch and those of Maruquitil"(Manarcad),
which is called Our Lady and lies a league away from there under
the jurisdiction of the same temple, he left, in continuation of his
visitation, for Changanagere’ (Changanacherry).

And as in the church of Maruquitil there were big dif-ferences
between the Christians and the Nairs on the death of aNair whom a
Christian killed, because of which the church and the Bazaar were
almost empty, the Archbishop halted on his way at the place of a
Brahmin of the temple, called Lerte (Iledath) Pandara, who was the
main person among them, and is treated like aking, and giving him
one day a gift of very good pieces, worked out the peace of the
bazaar and the quietness of the church and of its parishio-ners. For
all of which the Lerte (lledath) issued the neces-sary Olas. And side
by side, setting in order the things of the church of Tuumpone™
(Thumpamon), which lies in the lands of Chemparanura Bit, of the
caste and blood of the kings of Cochin, an independent lord who is
treated like aking, which churchiscalled Our Lady, and those of the
church of Calupare** (Kallooppara), which is called Saint Thomas,
and liesin thelands of the king of Repelim'® (Edappilly), correct-ing
the books of all these churches, their Cassanars who had not been
to the Synod making the profession of Faith, and placing Vicarsin
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them, and doing the rest of the usual things, he reached
Changanagere (Changanacherry), which lies in the lands of the
king Perata Mutaa lorinaram(1), a close relative of the king of
Tecanaitens'® (Thekkenkur).
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Chingannoor: A Church of The Syrian
Christians, Nov. 10th, 1806

(From Christian Researches in Asia by Rev. Claudius Buchanan, pp. 116-20)

“When we were approaching the Church of Chinganoor, we met one of
the Cassanars, or Syrian Clergy. He was dressed in awhite loose vestment
with acap of red silk hanging down behind. Being informed who he was, |
said to himinthe Syriac Language, * Peace be unto you.” He was surprized
at the salutation, but immediately answered,’ The God of peace be with
you.” He accosted the Rajah’s servants in the language of the country to
know who | was; and immediately returned to the village to announce our
approach. When we arrived, | was received at the door of the Church by
three Kashceshas that is, Presbyters, or Priests, who were habited in like
manner, in white vestments. Their names were Jesu, Zecharias, and Urias,
which they wrote down in my Journal, each of them adding to his namethe
title of Kasheesha. There were also present two Shumshanas, or Deacons.
Theelder Priest wasavery intelligent man, of reverend appearance, having
along white beard, and of an affable and engaging deportment. The three
principal Christians, or lay elders, belonging to the Church, were named
Abraham, Thoma, and Alexandros. After some conversation ‘with my
attendants they received me with confidence and affection; and the people
of the neighbouring villages came round, women aswell asmen. The sight
of the WOMEN assured methat | was once more (after along absencefrom
England) in aChristian country. For the Hindoo women, and the Mahomedan
women, and in short, all women who are not Christians, are accounted by
the men an inferior race: and, in general, are confined to the house for life,
likeirrational creatures. In every countenance now before me | thought |
could discover the intelligence of Christianity. But at the same time, |
perceived, all around, symptoms of poverty and political depression. Inthe
Churches, and in the people, there was the air of fallen greatness. | said to
the senior Priest, ‘ You appear to me like a people who have known better
days.’ ‘Itiseven so,’ said he. ‘“We are in a degenerate state compared with
our forefathers.” He noticed, that there were two causes of their present
decay. ‘About 300 years ago, an enemy came from the west bearing the
name of Christ, but armed with theinquisition: and compelled usto seek the
protection of the native Princes. And the native Princes have kept usin a
state of depression ever since. They indeed, recognize our ancient personal
privileges, for werank in generd next tothe Nairs, the nobility of the country;
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but they have encroached by degrees on our property, till we have been
reduced to the humble state in which you find us. The glory of our Church
has passed away, but we hope your nation will revive it again. | observed
that the glory of aChurch could never dig, if it preserved the Bible,” said he,
‘the Hindoo Princes never touched our liberty of conscience. We were,
formerly on afooting with them in political power; and they respect our
religion. We have also converts, from, time to time; but in this Christian
duty we are not so active as we once were; besides, it is not so creditable
now to become Christian, in our low estate.” He then pointed out to me a
Namboory Brahmin, (that is, aBrahmin of the highest cast) who had lately
become a Christian, and assumed the white vestment of a Syrian Priest.
‘Thelearning too of the Bible,” he added, ‘isin alow state amongst us. Our
copies are few in number; and that number is diminishing instead of
increasing; and the writing out awhol e copy of Sacred Scripturesisagreat
labour, where there is no profit and little piety.’” 1 then produced a printed
copy of the Syriac New Testament. There was not one of them who had ever
seen a printed copy before. They admired it much; and every Priest, as it
cameinto hishands, began to read aportion, which he did fluently whilethe
women came round to hear. | asked the old Priest whether | should send
them some copiesfrom Europe. ‘ They would beworth their weight insilver,’
said he. He asked me whether the Old Testament was printed in Syriac as
well asthe New. | told him it was, but | had not a copy. They professed an
earnest desire to obtain some copies of the whole Syriac Bible; and asked
whether it would be practicable to obtain one copy for every church. ‘| must
confess to you,” said Zecharias, ‘that we have very few copies of the
Prophetical Scripturesin the Church. Our Church languishes for want of
the Scriptures,” But he added, ‘the language that is most in use among the
people is the Malayalam, (or Malabar,) the vernacular language of the
country. The Syriac is now only the learned language, and the language of
the Church: but we generally expound the Scriptures to the people in the
vernacular tongue.’

| then entered on the subject of thetranslation of the Scriptures. He said
‘aversion could be madewith critical accuracy; for therewere many of the
Syrian Clergy who were perfect masters of both languages, having spoken
them from their infancy.” ‘But, said he, ‘ our Bishop will rejoiceto seeyou,
and to discourse with you on this and other subjects.’ | told them that if a
tranglation could be prepared, | should be able to get it printed, and to
distribute copiesamong their fiftyfive Churchesat asmall price. * That indeed
would givejoy,’ said old Abraham. Therewashereamurmur of Satisfaction
among the people. ‘ If | understand you right,” said I, ‘ the greatest blessing
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the English Church can bestow upon you, isthe Bible.” ‘It is so,’ said he.
‘And what is the next greatest? said |. ‘Some freedom and personal
conseguence as apeople.’ By which hemeant political liberty. ‘Weare here
inbondage, likelsrael in Egypt.’ | observed that the English nation would
doubtlessrecognize anation of fellow Christians; and would be happy to
interest itself intheir behalf, as far asour palitical relation with the Prince of
the country would permit. They wished to know what were the principles of
the English Government, civil and religious. | answered that our Government
might be said to be founded generally on the principlesof theBible. ‘Ah,’
said old Zecharias, ‘that must be a glorious Government which is founded
on the principles of the Bible.” The Prieststhen desired | would give them
some account of the History of the English nation, and of our secession
from their enemy the Church of Rome. And in return, | requested they
would give me some account of their History. - My communications with
the Syrians are rendered, very easy, by means of an Interpreter whom |
brought with me all the Way from the Tanjore country. He is a Hindoo by
descent, but isan intelligent Christian, and was a pupil and catechist of the
late Mr. Swartz. The Rev. Mr. Kolhoff recommended him to me. Heformerly
livedin Travancore, and iswell acquainted with, the vernacular tongue. He
also reads and writes English pretty well, and is as much interested in
favour of the Syrian Christiansas| myself. Besides Mr. Swartz's eatechist,
there are two natives of Travancore here who speak the Hindostanee
Language, whichisfamiliar to me. My knowledge of the Syriacissufficient
torefer to texts of Scripture; but | do not well understand tha pronunciation
of the Syrians. | hope to be better acquainted with their language before |
leave the country.’
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L etter from Fr. John Mary Compori

to Fr. FrancisOliveyra

(Rector of the College of Cranjanore
dated 20th Aug. 1618)

(From Kallissery)...Hence we went to a church more ancient, that
of CHANGANAOR on the other bank of the river and that at the
reguest of the vicar. He had sworn with other cassanars, not to admit
us. | do not know on what pretext. But having been our pupil, hefelt
ashamed of his couduct and came twice to fetch us. He brought us
to hischurch and to hishouse, where he surrounded us with al atten-
tions. He made agenetal confession and helped us as much he could
during our stay with him. Then he accompanied usto another church,
also entrusted to his care, that of MARAMANI.

(Quoted by D. Ferrali S.J., in Jesuits in Malabar, Vol. 1)

TRUST ‘UDAMPADY’
OLD SYRIAN CHURCH, CHENGANNGUR.
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